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I Establish a message passing mechanism between 
\ the upper layer protocol and the lower layer protocol 
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Provide the lower layer protocol with a reference 
to the upper layer protocol's priority function 
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Receive a protocol message for the upper layer protocol 



Determine whether the upper layer protocol 
is associated with a priority function 



Priority function? 
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Invoke the priority function in order to obtain 
a priority indicator for the protocol message 




Forward the protocol message 
to the upper layer protocol 
as a high priority message 



Forward the protocol message 
to the upper layer protocol 
as a low priority message 
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Determine the protocol message priority 
based upon protocol-specific considerations 




"High priority? 
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Return a high priority indicator 
to the lower layer protocol 



Return a low priority indicator 
to the lower layer protocol 
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